Abstract. This study examined the beliefs, customs, practices, and social behaviour of inhabitants of Ido local government area (LGA) of Southern part of Nigeria in relation to tree planting, tree conservation and forest management within their locality. 250 households were randomly selected among the houses with trees around, while structured questionnaires were administered among the selected household heads. Majority of the households (71.1%) indicated reasons for conserving trees within their domain which are inculcated in their cultures while others plant trees to landscape their environments. Among the tree species planted in the area includes Azadiracta indica, Threoboma cacao, Pinus radiata, Mangifera indica, Terminalia catappa and various medicinal plants. Study further revealed that the households uses these trees to protect their environment from degradation and loss of soil biodiversity, also the households always converge under the shades of these trees to solve their problems in their cultural ways. Sacred groves used for spiritual, rituals and initiation purposes were also sighted in the area. It is suggested that people should not undermine their culture and that culture should be transmitted from generation-togeneration for it may help in achieving a greener future at local and national levels.
INTRODUCTION
In Sub-saharan Africa, particularly Nigeria many factors have undermines the success of environmental greening. These factors are categorized into political, economic and social influences. Studies have shown that greening the environment is a means of ameliorating the environment (Rao, 1996 , Babalola, 2011 . Countries around the world have used this approach to beautify their surroundings, control flood and flooding, protect ecosystem, prevent soil degradation and desertification et cetera (Akinyemi et al., 2009) . However, balance between environmental exploitation and development remains a problem in this part of the world. In the process of rural/urban expansion, indigenous trees and forests are affected, destroyed without any efforts or plan to replant or replace the affected trees or forests. This has always been the scenario in Nigeria. Communities, ethnic groups in some parts of Nigeria have adopted through education and training the use of economic trees that can serve multipurpose functions. There are also economic benefits associated with greening the environment, apart from adding value to the properties, well-maintained trees and landscaped business districts have been shown to encourage consumer purchases and attract increased residential, commercial and public investments (Harry-Asobara et al., 2013; Wolf, 2004 Wolf, , 2007 . Environmental greening is no longer a new concept to the developed nations, though there has been limited understanding of the environmental greening among developing countries and countries in transition (Onilude et al., 2013) , the study of urban management, climate change mitigation, biodiversity conservation, green economy et cetera, are all encapsulated in greening the environment. Green the environments are of great benefits. They filter pollutants and dust from the air, they provide shades and lower temperatures, and they even reduce erosion of soil into our waterways. These are just a few of the environmental benefits that green our environments can provide.
Having discovered all these benefits, it will be of great value to make tree planting and management and forest conservation our culture, our way of life. Though, culture is a very broad scope that touches every aspect of human life, free dictionary explained culture as the totality of socially transmitted behavior patterns, arts, beliefs, institutions, and all other products of human work and thought. However, "beliefs" as one of the components of culture is the major factor in this research work, as a result this study therefore identifies main beliefs that connect the people with tree planting and forest conservation and also predict the future of cultural practices in the area of study.
Another way by which people conserve their environment is through the sacred grooves established, that forbids people to cut, remove or tamper with trees in the grooves. In his work, Ntiamoa-Baidu, he identified three methods for conserving the environment in the West African sub region. These include: (*) Religious traditions: temple forests, monastery forests, sanctified and deitified trees (*) Traditional tribal traditions: sacred forests, sacred grooves and sacred trees (*) Livelihood traditions: forests and grooves serving as cultural and social space and source of livelihood products and services (Simberloff and Abele, 1976) .
The conservation of our environment is of utmost importance for the survival and sustenance of mankind (Pruthi and Burch Jr, 2009) . Therefore, there is an urgent need for the sustainability of our trees in order to preserve their regulating, supporting, provisioning and social/cultural functions in the face of present environmental changes (Udeagha et al., 2013) .
Despite the development in Ido Local Government Area, the inhabitants of the area are usually referred to as local people. This is due to no other reason than because they are deeply rooted in observing and practicing of customs and tradition. Investigations have shown that in practicing their beliefs, performing their customs and traditions trees play a major role. Careful studies and wide consultations have been carried out to examine the connection between trees, tree planting and management and the culture of the people living in the study area in order to complement the existing knowledge on this area of study. However, prior to the time of this study no research work in the area on this subject was available.
METHODOLOGY

Study Area
This study was carried out at Ido local government area as shown in Figure 
Structure and Method of Data Collection
Semi structured questionnaire and open ended interviews were used in collecting quantitative and qualitative data for this study. Purposive sampling technique was used in selecting five communities/villages from the study area. They include Omi-Adio, Apete, Akindele, Olokogbooro and Aba-Odo. All selected respondents were household heads. A total number of fifty households were sampled in each of the community making the total number of households sampled in the study area 250. Thus, the total number of questionnaires administered and retrieved was 250. Thus, each community was assigned to fifty (50) questionnaires. The sampled households were selected based on the presence of trees around the household environment. The questionnaire was designed to gather information on the social characteristics of the respondents, level of awareness on the part of their cultural beliefs in planting trees to symbolize an important event, also cultural inclination of the respondents, the connection between culture and planting of trees and other vital information relevant to the study. All questionnaires were completed and retrieved on site because some of the respondents had no formal education.
Data Analysis
Data obtained were analyzed using graphs, descriptive and inferential statistics. Chi-square (χ2) and multiple regression analysis was used to test for the presence of associations in the variables obtained such as respondents' demographic characteristics, and the proportion of those that are aware of cultural beliefs in planting trees to symbolize an important event and those who are not aware, in order to reveal the influence of culture in greening the environment.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Demographic characteristics of respondents
The demographic characteristics of the respondents as presented in Figure 1 showed the gender distribution according to the selected communities for this study. Male (82.2%) respondents dominated the selected sample while 18.8% are female in all the five communities. Married (61%) and Divorced (6%) as analyzed in Figure 2 showed a conformity with the customs and tradition in the area as marriage is for better for worse, the culture of the people in the area does not encourage a break-up of wedlock of two people as there are cultural ways of settling issues. This could be responsible for the low rate of divorce.
All the respondents that believe in and adopt the use of medicinal plants or herbs for healings are classified under traditional herbalist (14.8%) while respondents that engaged in skilled craftwork, trading, etc are referred to as artisan (27.2%) in this study. Also, investigation revealed that majority of the households monthly income is above N100, 000 ($625). This result is not unexpected since majority of the respondents are educated, (civil servants and the mechanized farmers). it is also an indication that some of the respondents of the area meet up with the living standard and therefore could not be considered as being poor. Though, insignificant number of respondents that earn less than N18,000 ($113) as their monthly income are spotted, this is below Nigerian Government N18,000 minimum wage. However, it could be deduced from the above results that adoption of cultural practices in the area may not be a function of financial status. 
Ways by which culture is connected to the trees in the respondents' environment
Analysis further demonstrated how the respondent's culture is connected with forest, tree, tree planting and management (Table 1) . Culturally in the study area, trees are planted for newborn (20.4%) which also correspond to the culture of the Oubangui tribe of Central Africa, who also plant a tree for every new born child called "birthright tree" (Upadhaya et al., 2005) . For female children a fast growing tree species is planted. The child development is linked to the tree growth. If the tree growth declines there is fear for the health of the child and a healer is called upon. When the child is sick she is brought to the tree for ritual treatment. When the tree starts to fruit, the time would have come for the child to marry. This study agrees with Schnell (1946) , who found that a tree known as Chlorophora excelsa then (now Milicia excelsa) would be deliberately planted as sacred and it would be protected, while gifts and sacrifices would be given to it. The tree was especially associated with fertility and birth. In southern Nigeria, it is believed that it furnishes the souls for the newborn (Andoh, 1986) .
Recreational function accounted for 10.4% of the total respondents. The environment is best enjoyed under a big tree or preferably in the forest according to the culture of the respondents, this is in line with some parts of Burkinafaso's culture and some regions in Nigeria that use under the trees or forests as locations for initiation, social and political meetings. Elders sit under big trees and talk, argue and discuss issues until they agree (Niangoran-Bouah, 1983) . Other significant linkages between the culture of the respondents and forests, tree and tree conservation that contributed immensely to the greening of the environment in the area are shrines (4.2%), marriage (5.8%), job (5.4%), property purchase (10%), land/property demarcation (22.5%) and medicinal plant gardens (21%). Majority of the respondents affirmed that one way or the other their culture is connected to preserving and conserving trees in their environment, therefore, they are aware of and in support of cultural beliefs in planting trees to symbolize an important event. The shrine which constitutes the lowest percentage of the respondents (4.2%) showed that shrines such as sacred grooves also have an important role in the preservation of the environment through the conservation of the biodiversity. During the study, it was observed that, in some of the community, sacred grooves (sacred forests) are still being used either for initiation or coronation. 0.789 ns-not significant, *-significant at 5% probability level, **-Significant at 10% level of sig.
Land/ Property demarcation accounted for the higher percentage (22.5%) of the respondents (Table  1) . This indicates that majority of the respondents use tree to demarcate either land or their property to indicate their evidence of usuary rights over the property, invariably conserving the environment through the actions or interactions of the trees in the environment. This is line with the result of the examination conducted by Gorog-Karady, (1970) on the mediating role of trees in some African traditions.
The chi-square analysis (Table 2) conducted on gender, age, marital status, level of education and occupation showed a significant relationship between culture and environmental greening in the study area. The results of the parameters estimates in the multiple regression analysis are shown in table 3. The application of culture to greening the environment is used as dependent variable (Y), also all other variables shown in table 3 are used as independent variable. Out of tested 8 variables that linked the culture of the people in the area to tree planting and forest conservation, 6 variables turned out to be significant at 0.05 probability level, which is a conviction that culture has contributed to the greening of the environment in the area. The variables are age, household size, education, marital status, occupation and years of stay in the area. As regards the age of the respondents, the result showed that as the age of the respondent increases, they become more aware of the importance of greening their environment. The more the educational level, the more the information about culture at the disposal of the respondents, the better for greening of their environment. In addition, the result showed that the more the household size the more the number of trees to be planted, because as each member is being born, a tree is planted to show for it. The significance of these variables (age, household size, marital status and occupation) also showed a positive influence of culture on greening the environment in the study area. As people changed their status, the responsibility to preserve their culture and belief to their children become prominent and in doing so, conserving the environment.
In the past protection and conservation of the trees and protected areas such as sacred groves were closely linked with the religious beliefs and traditional culture of the indigenous tribal communities all over the world (Malhotra et al., 2005) . This cultural heritage survived through generations, but unfortunately the religious beliefs and culture that were in the Centre of sacred grove preservation are now fast eroding due to change in social setup, increased consumerism for better living and change in the belief system of the people attributable to modern system of education (Rao, 1996) .
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Among Sub-Sahara Africans, particularly in West Africa, culture is an institution that defines and distinguished a set of people in terms of their beliefs, customs, practices and social behavior. This established practice is beginning to suffer retrogression as civilization, modernization and development progress and there is little or no reaction to this change. This could be the reason for scanty literatures on tree/forest conservation and culture in Nigeria. However, environmental greening was achieved in the area of study through the connection between cultural practices and tree planting/forest conservation as indicated in Table 1 . Also, there is general awareness about cultural belief of using trees to symbolize an important event as most of the respondents make use of the trees culturally. The culture of the respondents is also in accord with the way of life in some parts of India and China as the sacred groves in the area manifested a range of traditions and cultural values of forest.
Protecting and conserving trees in the environment are majorly in the hands of the people in the neighborhood (local residents). Modernization and development tends to remove some of these trees from the environment through infrastructural development. However, adequate awareness about the importance of some culture and trees to the environment can bring down the rate of removal of trees from the environment.
In addition, it was observed that there is still need to preserve the culture of the people in order to ensure its preservation function on trees so that the environment can be sustainable in perpetuity. Moreover, there is need to carry out more elaborate studies on this area in other parts of the country in order to examine effects of culture on trees. It is therefore recommended that individuals should trace back their roots, accept their culture (if there is any) as their ways of life and embrace that part that is connected with tree(s) and forest(s), this may help in ameliorating our immediate environment and promote greener future.
